[Evolution of surgical delivery during the past 35 years according to the data of the All-Union Research Center for Maternal and Child Health of the Ministry of Public Health of the USSR].
A distinct evolution of surgical delivery has been demonstrated over the past 35 years. In the past decade, the proportion of surgical deliveries has grown considerably owing to the increasing rate of cesarean sections. In most cases, the operation is performed for combined indications and, quite frequently, for the sake of the fetus. Perinatal parameters have improved while there has been no clear-cut correlation between the increasing rate of cesarean section and declining perinatal mortality. Further development of rational labor management principles is necessary.